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a funny thing hap

n American student studying
abroad in Belgium fell over a fence

% and was injured, landing hard on
a cobblestone street. When he awoke in
the morning, lying by the fence, a passerby
called an ambulance.

At the emergency room, doctors
observed that he was drunk, with extensive
injuries requiring a few weeks of treatment at
a local hospital. Upon discharge, the student
needed a medical escort on the tlight back to
the United States, which I, a nurse from the
global emergency services company Assist
\ merica, provided.

At the airport, travelers kept thanking
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pened ..

him profusely for his “service.” We were baffled. His clean-cul appearance
and tall stature gave the impression he was a wounded GI returning from
Iraq. To get through the terminal, I told him he should just say “thank you,”
which expedited our trip. I expected a marching band at the taxi stand, but

we made it home without any additional masquerading.

— Mary O’Rourke, Princeton, NJ



